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Cracking the Code: The Power of Data in Macadamias
Zimbali Coastal Resort, Kwazulu-Natal

15 SEPTEMBER 2025
GOLF AND PADEL DAY

Ernie Els Signature Golf Course: Zimbali Lakes Resort and Karibu Farm Padel Court

Golf Day Registration 09:00

Tee Time (Shotgun Start) 1:00

Prize Giving Dinner 18:00

IFSquare Africa Padel Day Start 15:00

Prize Giving 19:00

Registration (Zimbali The Capital Coastal Resort, Reception Area) 08:00 -15:00

16 SEPTEMBER 2025

Registration, view exhibitions, tea/coffee in the Conference Foyer 07:00 -08:20

Imbhewu Marimba Band 08:20-08:30

Afgri Women'’s Morning (Khanya Room, 4th Floor, Zimbali The Capital)
Registration 08:30 - 09:00
Welcome - Lizel Pretorius (SAMAC CEO) 09:00 - 09:15
Keynote - Marciel Hopkins 09:15 -10:15
Speaker - Dr Judey Pretorius 10:15 -11:15
Lucky Draw 11:15 -11:30
Treats & Togetherness 11:30 -13:30

SESSION1
Driving innovation and growth: Economic trends, policy insights, and technological transformation

Master of Ceremonies Ms Liezel van der Westhuizen | 08:30 - 08:40

Opening and welcome Mr Pierrie Cronje (SAMAC) 08:40 - 08:50
Mr Mooketsa Ramasodi . )
Keynote speaker (Department of Agriculture) 09:00 - 09:15
Keynote speaker Mr Rusty Labuschagne 09:15 -10:00
Ms Ayanda Nhlapo . )
Event Partner - John Deere (Tactical Marketing Planner) 10:00 -10:15
Tea & Coffee Break (Foyer) 10:15 - 10:45
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SESSION 2
Precision agriculture: Data-driven decision making
Chair: Dr Elrea Strydom (SAMAC)

Dr Nicolette Taylor

Understanding water use in macadamias (University of Preforia) 10:45 - 11:05
Yellow trees: a systematic approach Mr Ockert Botha (Agristar) 11:05 -1:25

; ; ; Dr Elsje Joubert SE _11-
Modelling pest and disease risk (Levubu Centre for Excellence) 11:25 - 11:45
Revisiting the macadamia phenology calendar: Mr Roché Malan (Du Roi) 1:45 -12:05
carbohydrate reserves and root flushes
Panel discussion: Charting the course: SAMAC R&D'’s vision for a resilient industry. 12:05 -12:45
Dr Elrea Strydom, Mr Alwyn du Preez, Mr Andrew Sheard, Mr Stephan Schoeman,
Dr Elsje Joubert (SAMAC R&D Committee)
Lunch (Villa Crop Lunch Area) & View Exhibitions 12:45 -14:00

SESSION 3
Future proofing the macadamia industry: Current initiatives and lessons from the past
Chair: Mrs Lize Janse van Rensburg (SAMAC)

Unlocking tomorrow's potential through cultivar Mr Mark Penter 14:00 -14:20

evaluations (Agricultural Research Council)

The ins and outs of biological control Ms Debbie Matteucci (SABO) 14:20 -14:40

. ) . Prof Zander Myburg AN e

Macadamia genomics and breeding (Stellenbosch University) 14:40 -15:00

Panel discussion: Harvesting wisdom: Lessons from decades in the 15:00 -15:45

macadamia industry

Mrs Lizel Pretorius, Mr PJ Venter, Mr Phillip Lee and Mr Mark Penter

Annual General Meeting & Closure Mr Pierrie Cronje (SAMAC) 15:45 -17:00

View exhibitions and relaxation in the Conference Foyer 17:00 -18:00

Evening Function hosted by Golden Macadamias (Beach Party at Pool Area) 18:00 - 21:30
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17 SEPTEMBER 2025

SESSION 4
Opening doors: Strategies for macadamia market growth, is there a reason why?

Ms Liezel van der Westhuizen

Opening & Welcome MO) 08:30-08:35
Gold Sponsor - IFSQUARE Mr Tobie de Beer 08:35-08:40
(IFSquare)
Mr Derrik Yang
(African Sales Manager IFSquare)
Nutcracker Nations: Ms Mansi Ahuja (India) 08:40 - 09:40
How India, China and the USA are embracing Ms Michele Hamel (USA)
macadamias Ms Yiyi Zhang (China)
Cracking existing and new markets: Ms Jillian Laing 09:40 -10:10
The WMO's recipe for global macadamia love (World Macadamia Organization)
Trade battles and bottlenecks: Mr Lambefrt Botha 10:10 -10:30
- (Chairman of HiltonLambert -
Why market access takes time Practitioners of Trade Law)
Panel discussion: Navigating current and forecast macadamia supply and demand 10:30 - 11:00
dynamics
Mr Myles Osborn, Mr Michael Benjamin, Mr Shane Hartman,
Mr Rogan Schulze, Mr Cobus Venter and Mr Alex Whyte
Recognising a valued trade partner 11:00 - 11:10
Tea & Coffee Break (Foyer) 11:10 - 11:30
SESSION 5
Developing tools for macadamia pest and disease control
Chair: DrKayla Noeth (SAMAC)
Event Partner - Farmers Agri-Care Mr Dayid WOOd 11:30 - 11:45
(Managing Director)
Mrs Prabashnie Ramouthar
(Nematologist)
Mr Jaco Haasbroek
(Crop Protection Agronomist
and Agronomic Lead)
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Session 5 - Continue

Prof Gerda Fourie

Biological control strategies for the two-spotted stink bug (University of Pretoria) N:45 -12:05
Controlling Phytophthora root rot in macadamia Prof Adelé McLeod 12:05 - 12:25
nurseries (Stellenbosch University) ’ ’
Classic and conservation biological control of the Prof Gerda Fourie 12:25-12:45
; ; (University of Pretoria)
macadamia felted coccid Mr Anthony King
(Agricultural Research Council)
Closure Mr Pierrie Cronje (SAMAC) 12:45 -12:50
Lunch (Villa Crop Lunch Area) 12:50 -13:40
Orchard rejuvenation workshop hosted by Mr Stephan Schoeman 14:00 - 16:00
(Soetkalmoes Consulting)
This will include presentations on the topics below, a panel discussion, and
question and answer section.
Soil health and orchard floor management (Dr Armand Smit)
Pruning and light management (Ms Sarah-Jane Stewart)
Nutrition (Mr Henk Kuperus)
Irrigation (Mr Ockert Botha)
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